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ORDINANCE NO. 2026-12

TO AMEND CHAPTERS 301, 331, AND 373 OF THE CITY
OF WESTERVILLE TRAFFIC CODE TO MODERNIZE
REGULATIONS GOVERNING BICYCLES, ELECTRIC
BICYCLES, AND PERSONAL TRANSPORTATION
DEVICES.

WHEREAS, the City of Westerville (“City”) has experienced increased use of bicycles, electric
bicycles, powered scooters, and other personal transportation devices across public streets,
sidewalks, and shared-use paths; and,

WHEREAS, these devices vary significantly in size, speed, and method of operation, creating
potential conflicts between pedestrians, cyclists, and motorized users in shared spaces; and,

WHEREAS, national and state transportation safety data indicate that increased personal
transportation device usage has been accompanied by a rise in crashes and injuries, particularly
involving interactions between higher-speed devices and pedestrians on shared facilities; and,

WHEREAS, the City and Westerville City Council (“Council”) have received input and
concerns from residents regarding speeding, unsafe operation, and conflicts on shared-use paths,
sidewalks, and in business districts; and,

WHEREAS, these issues were presented and discussed during the April 21, 2026, Additional
Business presentation to Council regarding “Bike Safety” and the safe operation of bicycles, electric
bicycles, and similar devices; and,

WHEREAS, Council has requested that City staff to review and develop updates to the Traffic
Code to address these concerns, improve clarity, and enhance safety for users of public rights-of-way;
and,

WHEREAS, the City’s current Code does not comprehensively address personal transportation
devices or clearly distinguish among device types or their permitted areas of operation; and,

WHEREAS, Council finds it necessary to update definitions, establish uniform operational
rules, and provide administrative flexibility to respond to evolving technology and usage patterns.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
WESTERVILLE, OHIO THAT:

SECTION 1. That Section 301.04 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby amended to read as
follows:

a human operator sits. including an electric bicycle.

(b) “Motorized bicycle or moped” means any vehicle having either two tandem wheels or one
wheel in the front and two wheels in the rear, that may be capable of being pedaled, and that is
equipped with a helper motor of not more than fifty cubic centimeters piston displacement which
produces not more than one brake horsepower, and is capable of propelling the vehicle at a speed of
not greater than twenty miles per hour on a level surface. “Motorized bicycle” or “moped” does not
include an electric bicycle.

SECTION 2. That Section 301.041 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby enacted to read as
follows:

301.041 BICYCLE LANE.

“Bicycle Lane” shall have the same meaning as set forth in R.C. 4511.01. and mean a portion
of a roadway that has been designated for preferential or exclusive use by bicyclists and is often
delineated from the adjacent géneral purpose lanes by longitudinal pavement markings and either a
bicycle lane symbol. words. or signs. The term includes all of the following:

(a) A buffer-separated bicycle lane. which is separated from the adjacent general-purpose lanes
by a pattern of standard longitudinal pavement markings that are wider than a normal or wide-lane
pavement marking:

(b) A counter-flow bicycle lane. which is a one directional bicycle lane that provides a lawful
path of travel for bicycles in the opposite direction from the general traffic on a roadway that
otherwise requires the general traffic to travel in only one direction. A counter-flow bicycle lane is
designated by the traffic control devices used for other bicycle lanes:

(c) A separated bicycle lane, which is an exclusive facility for bicyclists that is located within or
directly adjacent to the roadway and is physically separated from the motor vehicle traffic with a
vertical element.
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SECTION 3. That Section 301.102 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby enacted to read as
follows:

301.102 ELECTRIC PERSONAL ASSISTIVE MOBILITY DEVICE.

“Electric Personal Assistive Mobility Device” means a self-balancing two non-tandem wheeled
device that is designed to transport only one person, has an electric propulsion system of an average
of not more than seven hundred fifty watts, and when ridden on a paved level surface by an operator
who weighs one hundred seventy pounds has a maximum speed of less than twenty (20) miles per
hour, as defined in R.C. 4501.01.

SECTION 4. That Section 301.103 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby enacted to read as
follows:

301.103 MOTORIZED SKATEBOARD.

“Motorized Skateboard” means a device consisting of a deck or riding surface of any design
upon which a person may stand or sit, having any number of wheels. and is propelled by anvy type of

electric. motorized. or hybrid power.

SECTION 5. That Section 301.191 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby enacted to read as
follows:

301.191 MOTORIZED WHEELCHAIR.

“Motorized wheelchair” means any self-propelled vehicle designed for, and used by, a person
with a disability and that is incapable of a speed in excess of eight (8) miles per hour. as defined in
R.C.4511.01.

SECTION 6. That Section 301.20 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby amended to read as
follows:

301.20 MOTOR VEHICLE.

(a) “Motor vehicle” means every vehicle propelled or drawn by power other than muscular power,
except motorized bicycles, road rollers, traction engines, power shovels, power cranes and other
equipment used in construction work and not designed for or employed in general highway
transportation, hole-digging machinery, well-drilling machinery, ditch-digging machinery, farm
machinery, and trailers designed and used exclusively to transport a boat between a place of storage
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and a marina, or in and around a marina, when drawn or towed on a street or highway for a distance
of no more than ten miles and at a speed of twenty-five miles per hour or less.

(b) “Motor vehicle” does not include bicycles. electric bicycles. or Personal Transportation
Devices.

SECTION 7. That Section 301.181 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby renumbered as
Section 301.183.

SECTION 8. That Section 301.181 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby enacted to read as
follows:

301.181 PERSONAL TRANSPORTATION DEVICE.

(a) “Personal Transportation Device” means any device:
(1) Designed for personal transportation of one or more persons:
(2) Powered by human, electric, or hybrid power:
(3) Having a maximum design speed of not more than thirty (30) miles per hour; and.
(4) Not otherwise defined as a bicycle, electric bicycle. motorized bicycle. motorcycle,
or motor vehicle.
(b) Personal Transportation Device includes. but is not limited to:
(1) Powered Scooters:
(2) Motorized Skateboards:
(3) Electric Personal Assistive Mobility Device: and.
(4) Low-Speed Micromobility Devices.

SECTION 9. That Section 301.182 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby enacted to read as
follows:

301.182 Low-SPEED MICROMOBILITY DEVICE.

“Low-Speed Micromobility Device” means a device weighing less than one hundred (100)
pounds that has handlebars. is propelled by an electric motor or human power, and has an attainable
speed on a paved level surface of not more than twenty (20) miles per hour when propelled by the
electric motor, as defined in R.C. 4511.01.

SECTION 10. That Section 301.22 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby amended to read as
follows:
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301.22 PEDESTRIAN.

“Pedestrian” means any natural person afoot. in a motorized or non-motorized wheelchair, or

using another equivalent device.

SECTION 11. That Section 301.251 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby renumbered as
Section 301.252.

SECTION 12. That Section 301.252 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby renumbered as
Section 301.253.

SECTION 13. That Section 301.251 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby enacted to read as
follows: '

301.251 POWERED SCOOTER.

“Powered Scooter” means a device with two or more wheels. handlebars, and a standing or
seated platform, powered by an electric motor or internal combustion engine and designed for
personal transportation. “Powered Scooter” does not include motorized bicycles. motorcycles, or
Low-Speed Micromobility Devices.

SECTION 14: That Section 301.362 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby enacted to read as
follows:

301.362 SHOPPING CENTER.

“Shopping Center” means commercially developed site with multiple retail establishments
sharing common parking or access areas.

SECTION 15. That Section 301.51 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby amended to read as
follows:

301.51 VEHICLE.

“Vehicle” means every device, including a bicycle, motorized bicycle, electric bicycle, and
Personal Transportation Device. in, upon or by which any person or property may be transported or
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drawn upon a street or highway, except that “vehicle” does not include any motorized wheelchair,
electric personal assistive mobility device, or any device that is moved solely by human power and

is not otherwise defined as a bicycle, electric bicycle, or Personal Transportation Device.

SECTION 16. That Chapter 373 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby retitled as “CHAPTER
373 — Bicycles, Electric Bicycles, and Personal Transportation Devices.”

SECTION 17. That Section 373.01 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby amended in its
entirety to read as follows:

373.01 CODE APPLICATION TO BICYCLES. ELECTRIC BICYCLES. AND PERSONATL TRANSPORTATION
DEVICES: APPLICABILITY OF TRAFFIC LAWS.

bieyeles: The purpose of this Chapter is to regulate the operation of bicycles. electric bicvcles, and

Personal Transportation Devices to protect pedestrians and promote shared use of public spaces. The
provisions of this Chapter of the Traffic Code apply to the operation of:
(1) Bicycles;
(2) Electric bicycles:
(3) Personal Transportation Devices; and.
(4) Other devices designed for personal transportation not otherwise classified as a motor
vehicle or motorized bicvcle.

(b) All traffic laws shall apply to persons riding or operating bicycles, electric bicycles, and
Personal Transportation Devices upon a public street. roadway, highway. or bicycle lane. Operators
shall be granted all of the rights and shall be subject to all of the duties applicable to the driver of a
vehicle under the Ohio Revised Code or by this Traffic Code to the driver of a motor vehicle, except
as otherwise provided for in this Chapter and except as to those provisions which by their nature can
have no application.

) (c) Except as provided in subsection (d ¢), an operator of a bicycle ex. electric bicycle,
Personal Transportation Device, or other device regulated by this Chapter who violates any seetion
applicable provision of this Traffic Code may be issued a ticket, citation, or summons in the same
manner as the operator of a motor vehicle would be cited for the same violation. A person who
commits such a violation while-eperating-a-bicyecle—or-electrie-bieyele shall not have any points
assessed against the person’s driver’s license, commercial driver’s license, temporary instruction
permit, or probationary license under Ghio R.C. 4510.036.
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¢&y (d) Except as provided in subsection (d ¢), in-the-case-of-a—vielation-of-anyseetion where a
violation of this Traffic Code deseribed-in-subsection{a)ofthis-section by a-bieycle-operatorelectric
bieyele—operator—ormotor—vehiele—operator any operator regulated under this Chapter or motor

vehicle operator when the trier of fact finds that the violation by the operator endangered thelives-of

bicyeleriders-or-electric-bieyele-riders the safety of others at the time of the violation, the court,
notwithstanding any provision of this Traffic Code to the contrary, may require the bieyele-eperator;

electrie-bicyele-operator—or-motor-vehicle operator to take and successfully complete a bicycling
skills or micromobility safety course approved by the court in addition to or in licu of any penalty
otherwise prescribed by the Traffic Code for that violation.

£ (e) Subsections (b ¢) and (e d) do not apply to violations of Sections 333.01-,303.911, 331.43,
or 333.02.

e} (f) The provisions of this Traffic Code shall apply to all devices regulated under this Chapter
except those provisions which by their nature are not applicable.

SECTION 18. That Section 373.02 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby amended to read as
follows:

373.02 RIDING UPON SEATS: HANDLE BARS: HELMETS AND GLASSES.

(a) For purposes of this section “snowmobile” has the same meaning as given that term in Ohio
R.C 4519.01.

(b) (1) No person operating a bicycle, ot electric bicycle, or Personal Transportation Device

equipped with a seat shall ride other than upon or astride the permanent and regular seat attached

thereto or carry any other person upon such bieyele-orelectric-bicyele device other than upon a
firmly attached and regular seat thereon, and no person shall ride upon a bicycle, e electric

bicycle. or Personal Transportation Device other than upon such a firmly attached and regular
seat.

(2) No person operating a motorcycle shall ride other than upon or astride the permanent and
regular seat or saddle attached thereto, or carry any other person upon such motorcycle other than

upon a firmly attached and regular seat or saddle thereon, and no person shall ride upon a
motorcycle other than upon such a firmly attached and regular seat or saddle.

(3) No person shall ride upon a motorcycle that is equipped with a saddle other than while
sitting astride the saddle, facing forward, with one leg on each side of the motorcycle.

(4) No person shall ride upon a motorcycle that is equipped with a seat other than while sitting
upon the seat.
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(5) No person operating a bicycle, et electric bicycle, or Personal Transportation Device shalt
carry any package, bundle, or article that prevents the driver from keeping at least one hand upon
the handlebars.

(6) No bicycle, er electric bicycle, Personal Transportation Device, or motorcycle shall be
used to carry more persons at one time than the number for which it is designed and equipped. No
motorcycle shall be operated on a highway when the handlebars rise higher than the shoulders of
the operator when the operator is seated in the operator’s seat or saddle.

(7) A person operating a Personal Transportation Device without a seat shall stand upright and
maintain control of the device at all times.

(¢) (1) Except as provided in division (c)(3) of this section, no person shall operate or be a
passenger on a snowmobile or motorcycle without using safety glasses or other protective eye device.
Except as provided in division (c)(3) of this section, no person who is under the age of 18 years, or
who holds a motorcycle operator’s endorsement or license bearing a “novice” designation that is
currently in effect as provided in R.C. § 4507.13, shall operate a motorcycle on a highway, or be a
passenger on a motorcycle, unless wearing a protective helmet on the person’s head, and no other
person shall be a passenger on a motorcycle operated by such a person unless similarly wearing a
protective helmet. The helmet, safety glasses, or other protective eye device shall conform with rules
adopted by the Ohio Director of Public Safety. The provisions of this paragraph or a violation thereof
shall not be used in the trial of any civil action.

(2) A. Except as provided in division (c)(3) of this section, no person shall operate a
motorcycle with a valid temporary instruction permit and temporary instruction permit
identification card issued by the Registrar of Motor Vehicles pursuant to R.C. § 4507.05 unless
the person, at the time of such operation, is wearing on the person’s head a protective helmet that
conforms with rules adopted by the Ohio Director of Public Safety.

B. No person shall operate a motorcycle with a valid temporary instruction permit and
temporary instruction permit identification card issued by the Registrar of Motor
Vehicles pursuant to R.C. § 4507.05 in any of the following circumstances:

1. At any time when lighted lights are required by R.C. § 4513.03(A)(1);

2. While carrying a passenger;

3. On any limited access highway or heavily congested highway.

(3) Divisions (c)(1) and (c)(2)A. of this section do not apply to a person who operates or is a
passenger in an autocycle or cab-enclosed motorcycle when the occupant compartment top is in
place enclosing the occupants.

(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibiting the carrying of a child in a seat or
trailer that is designed for carrying children and is firmly attached to the bicycle or electric bicycle.

(e) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates division (b) or (c)(1) or (c)(2)
of this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender
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previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense,
whoever violates division (b) or (c)(1) or (c)(2) of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the
fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two
or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates division (b) or (c)(1) or (c)(2)
of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

SECTION 19. That Section 373.105 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby enacted to read as
follows:

373.105 CONDITIONS FOR OPERATION OF ELECTRIC BICYCLES AND PERSONAL TRANSPORTATION
DEVICES.

(a) Applicability. This Section governs electric bicycles and Personal Transportation Devices
operated on public streets. roadways, bicycle lanes. sidewalks. and shared-use paths. This Section
supplements Section 373.13 and shall be read in conjunction with that Section.

(b) Areas of Operation. Subject to the provisions of this Chapter, electric bicycles and Personal
Transportation Devices may be operated on:

(1) Roadways.

(2) Bicycle Lanes.
(3) Shared-use paths.

(c) Prohibited Operation. No person shall operate an electric bicycle or Personal Transportation

Device:

(1) In excess of the applicable speed limit established for the facility:

(2) In any area where operation is prohibited by posted signage or administrative rules
1ssued pursuant to Section 373.06:

(3) On Sidewalks. except where authorized by posted signage or otherwise permitted
under this Chapter:

(4) On Sidewalks in Business Districts or Shopping Centers, except where authorized by
posted signage or otherwise permitted under this Chapter:

(5) In City parks, park trails, and paths. except where authorized by posted signage or
otherwise permitted under this Chapter, or authorized by the Director of Parks and Recreation
pursuant to Chapter 965: or,

(6) On a path or trail that is intended to be used primarily for mountain biking, hiking.
equestrian use, or other similar uses. or any other single track or natural surface trail that has
historically been reserved for non-motorized use, except where authorized by posted signage or

otherwise permitted under this Chapter.
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(d) Speed. No person shall operate an electric bicycle or Personal Transportation Device in
excess of the following speed limits:

(1) Sidewalks: The maximum speed on sidewalks where operation is permitted shall be
eight (8) miles per hour.

(2) Shared-use paths: The maximum speed on Shared-use paths where operation is
permitted shall be fifteen (15) miles per hour.

(3) Paiks, Park Trails, and Paths: The maximum speed in City parks, park trails, and paths
where operation is permitted shall be fifteen (15) miles per hour.

(4) Bicycle Lanes: The maximum speed in Bicycle Lanes where operation is permitted
shall be twenty (20) miles per hour.

(5) Roadways: Operators of electric bicycles and Personal Transportation Devices shall
comply with posted speed limits and shall not impede the normal and reasonable movement of
traffic.

(e) Pedestrian Safety. When operating in a right-of-way. sidewalk, Shared-use path, or other
areas shared with pedestrians, operators of electric bicycles or Personal Transportation Devices shall:

(1) Yield to pedestrians at all times: and,

(2) Give an audible signal before overtaking,

(f) Enforcement. Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor on a first
offense; on a second offense within one year after the first offense, the person is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the fourth degree; on each subsequent offense within one year after the first offense,
the person is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

SECTION 20. That Section 373.03 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby amended to read as
follows:

373.03 ATTACHING Biexerr DEVICES OR SLED TO VEHICLE.

(a) (1) No person riding upon any motorcycle, bicycle, electric bicycle, Personal Transportation
Device, coaster, roller skates, sled, skateboard, or toy vehicle shall attach the same or self to any
vehicle upon a roadway.

(2) No operator shall knowingly permit any person riding upon any motorcycle, bicycle,
electric bicycle, Personal Transportation Device, coaster, roller skates, sled, skateboard, or toy
vehicle to attach the same or self to any vehicle while it is moving upon a roadway.

(3) This section does not apply to the towing of a disabled vehicle.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted
of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section is
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guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender
previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

SECTION 21. That Section 373.04 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby amended to read as
follows:

373.04 RIDING ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE ROADWAY: RIDING BICYCLES AND-MOTOREYEEES
ABREAST.

(a) Every person operating a bicycle, er electric bicycle, or Personal Transportation Device upon
a roadway shall ride as near to the right side of the roadway as practicable obeying all traffic rules
applicable to vehicles and exercising due care when passing a standing vehicle or one proceeding in
the same direction.

(b) Persons riding bicycles, electric bicycles, Personal Transportation Devices. or motorcycles
upon a roadway shall ride not more than two abreast in a single lane, except on paths or parts of
roadways set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles, electric bicycles, Personal Transportation
Devices, or motorcycles.

(¢) This section does not require a person operating a bicycle, er electric bicycle, or Personal
Transportation Device to ride at the edge of the roadway when it is unreasonable or unsafe to do so.
Conditions that may require riding away from the edge of the roadway include when necessary to
avoid fixed or moving objects, parked or moving vehicles, surface hazards, or if it otherwise is unsafe
or impracticable to do so, including if the lane is too narrow for the bicycle, er electric bicycle, or
Personal Transportation Device and an overtaking vehicle to travel safely side by side within the

lane.

(d) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted
of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section is
guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender
previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

SECTION 22. That Section 373.05 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby amended to read as
follows:

SECTION 373.05 LIGHTS. SIGNAL DEVICES. AND BRAKES ON-BICYCLES.
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(a) Every bicycle, or electric bicycle, or Personal Transportation Device when in use at the times
specified in Ohio R.C. 4513.03 or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance shall be equipped
with the following:

(1) A lamp mounted on the front of either the bicycle, er electric bicycle, or Personal
Transportation Device or the operator that shall emit a white light visible from a distance of at
least 500 feet to the front and 300 feet to the sides. A generator-powered lamp that emits light
only when the bicycle or electric bicycle is moving may be used to meet this requirement.

(2) A red reflector on the rear that shall be visible from all distances from 100 feet to 600
feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful lower beams of head lamps on a motor vehicle.

(3) A lamp emitting either flashing or steady red light visible from a distance of 500 feet to
the rear shall be used in addition to the red reflector. If the red lamp performs as a reflector in
that it is visible as specified in division (a)(2) of this section, the red lamp may serve as the
reflector and a separate reflector is not required.

(b) Additional lamps and reflectors may be used in addition to those required under division (a)
of this section, except that red lamps and red reflectors shall not be used on the front of the bicycle,
er electric bicycle, or Personal Transportation Device and white lamps and white reflectors shall not

be used on the rear of the bicycle, er electric bicycle, or Personal Transportation Device.

(c) A bicycle, er electric bicycle, or Personal Transportation Device may be equipped with a
device capable of giving an audible signal, except that a bicycle, ef electric bicycle, or Personal
Transportation Device shall not be equipped with nor shall any person use upon a bicycle, ex electric
bicycle, or Personal Transportation Device any siren or whistle.

(d) Every bicycle, er electric bicycle, or Personal Transportation Device shall be equipped with
an adequate brake when used on a street or highway.

(e) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted
of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section is
guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender
previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

SECTION 23. That Section 373.06 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby amended in its
entirety to read as follows:

373.06 ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY.
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(a) The City Manager, or the City Manager’s designee, is authorized to regulate the operation of
devices governed by this Chapter through administrative rules. posted signage. and other means
consistent with this Chapter.

SECTION 24. That Section 373.07 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby amended in its
entirety to read as follows:

373.07 MOBILITY DEVICES.

(a) Notwithstanding any provision of this Chapter, individuals with mobility disabilities shall be
permitted to use wheelchairs, Motorized Wheelchairs, and other power-driven mobility devices in
any area open to pedestrian use, as required bv federal law: provided., however. that any such
permitted operation shall remain subject to all applicable speed limits and operational safety
requirements set forth in this Chapter. including but not limited to Sections 373.105(d) and 373.08.

(b) Nothing in this Chapter shall be construed to limit rights provided under federal or state law
to individuals using mobility devices as mobility aids.

SECTION 25. That Section 373.08 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby amended to read as
follows:

373.08 RECKLESS OPERATION:; CONTROL: COURSE AND SPEED.

.(a) No person shall operate a bicycle, er electric bicycle, or Personal Transportation Device:

(1) Without due regard for the safety and rights of pedestrians and drivers and occupants
of all other vehicles, and so as to endanger the life, limb or property of any person while in the
lawful use of the streets or sidewalks or any other public or private property;

(2) Without exercising reasonable and ordinary control over such bieyele device;

(3) In a weaving or zigzag course unless such irregular course is necessary for safe
operation in compliance with law;

(4) Without both hands upon the handle grips. where the device is equipped with
handlebars, except when necessary to give the required hand and arm signals, or as provided in
Section 373.02(d);

(5) At a speed greater than is reasonable and prudent under the conditions then existing.
(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor on a first offense; on a second

offense within one year after the first offense, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth
degree; on each subsequent offense within one year after the first offense, the person is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the third degree.
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SECTION 26. That Section 373.09 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby amended to read as
follows:

373.09 PARKING OF A BICYCLE, ELECTRIC BICYCLE, AND PERSONAL TRANSPORTATION DEVICE.
(a) No person shall park a bicycle, electric bicycle. or Personal Transportation Device upon a

sidewalk in such a manner so as to unduly interfere with pedestrian traffic or upon a roadway so as
to unduly interfere with vehicular traffic.

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor on a first offense; on a second
offense within one year after the first offense, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth
degree; on each subsequent offense within one year after the first offense, the person is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the third degree.

SECTION 27. That Section 373.10 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby amended to read as
follows:

373.10 RIDING ON SIDEWALKS.

(a) No person shall operate a bicycle, electric bicycle. or Personal Transportation Device upon a
sidewalk within a business district or shopping center, unless the sidewalk is—pested has been
designated by the City Manager as a designated Bieyele permitted area of operation pursuant to
posted signage or by this Chapter, or, regarding a bicycle, upon a sidewalk where signs are erected
prohibiting such operation.

(b) Whoever violates any provision of this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor on a first
offense; on a second offense within one year after the first offense, the person is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the fourth degree; on each subsequent offense within one year after the first offense,
the person is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

SECTION 28. That Section 373.11 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby amended to read as
follows:

(a) Any person under eighteen (18) years of age who in riding on or operating a bicycle. electric
bicycle. or Personal Transportation Device who violates the provisions of this chapter or of state law
pertaining to the operation of such device a-bieyele-shall-be-subjectto—theimpoundment-of such
bieyele may be subject to impoundment where necessary for safety or in the case of repeated
violations by the Division of Police and shall be required to have their parent or guardian appear at
the Division to claim such bieyele device.
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(b) Impounding of bicycles, electric bicycle, or Personal Transportation Device pursuant to the
provisions of this section shall be in addition to the penalty provided in any section.

SECTION 29. That Section 373.14 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby enacted to read as
follows:

373.14 HELMETS FOR MINOR OPERATORS AND PASSENGERS OF ELECTRIC BICYCLES AND
PERSONAL TRANSPORTATION DEVICES.

(a) No person under eighteen (18) years of age shall operate or ride as a passenger upon an
electric bicycle or Personal Transportation Device unless wearing a properly fitted and fastened
helmet that meets the standards described in Subsection (b) of this Section. No person shall operate
an electric bicycle or Personal Transportation Device while carrying a passenger under eighteen (18)
vears of age unless that passenger is wearing a properly fitted and fastened helmet that meets the
standards described in Subsection (b) of this Section.

(b) The helmet shall meet safety standards established by the Consumer Product Safety
Commission (CPSC). ASTM International. or the Snell Memorial Foundation. or any successor
standard recognized by those organizations, and shall be worn in accordance with the manufacturer's
fit and fastening instructions.

(c) No parent, guardian, or legal custodian shall knowingly permit a person under eighteen (18)
vears of age in their care to violate this section. A violation of this Section is subject to the penalties
set forth in subsection (f).

(d) A violation of this Section shall not be considered evidence of negligence or contributory

negligence in any civil action,

(e) This section shall not apply to operation on private residential property.

(f) A violation of this Section is a primary offense for which an operator may be stopped without
the existence of any other traffic violation. Upon stopping an operator, an officer may issue a verbal
or written warning in lieu of a citation. particularly where the violation appears to be a first offense
or the operator promptly produces or obtains a conforming helmet. Whoever violates this Section
and is cited is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.

SECTION 30. That Section 331.36 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby amended to read as
follows:

331.36 DRIVING AND PARKING UPON SIDEWALKS OR SIDEWALK AREA.
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(a) No person shall drive any vehicle, other than a bicycle, upon a sidewalk or sidewalk area
except upon a permanent or duly authorized temporary driveway unless permitted through posted
signage or otherwise by the Chapter.

e} (b) This prohibition does not apply to a law enforcement officer, or other person sworn to

enforce the criminal and traffic laws of the state, using an electric bicycle with the motor engaged
while in the performance of the officer’s duties.

) (c) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted
of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section is
guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender
previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

fe} (d) If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine
established under Sections 303.911, 331.43. or 333.02 of the Codified Ordinance, or under
section 4511.991 of the Revised Code.

SECTION 31. That this Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest
period allowed by law.
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